Worksheet — The Legend of the Shamrock

Part 1 — Read the text

The shamrock is one of the best-known symbols of Ireland. It is a small green plant with
three leaves, and it has a special place in Irish history and culture.

According to legend, Saint Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, used the shamrock to explain
Christianity to the Irish people. When he came to Ireland in the fifth century, he wanted to
teach people about the Holy Trinity - the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. He picked up a
small shamrock and showed that, although it has three leaves, it is still one plant. In the
same way, God is one, but also three persons in one.

The Irish people liked this simple explanation, and the shamrock became a symbol of faith
and good luck. Today, people wear a shamrock on Saint Patrick’s Day, which is celebrated
on March 17th every year. It represents both Ireland and Irish identity all around the world.

The shamrock also appears on Irish coins, flags, and souvenirs, reminding everyone of Saint
Patrick’s message and the strong connection between Ireland and Christianity.

Part 2 — True or False

1. The shamrock is a big green tree. (1

2. Saint Patrick used the shamrock to explain the Holy Trinity. [
3. The shamrock has four leaves. [

4. Saint Patrick’s Day is in March. OJ

5. The shamrock is a symbol only in Ireland. [

6. It also appears on coins and souvenirs. [

Part 3 — Match the Words with Their Meanings

A B

1. Legend a) A special sign that represents something
2. Symbol b) The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
3. Faith c) A traditional story from the past

4. Holy Trinity d) A strong belief in God

5. Souvenir e) Something you buy to remember a place




Part 4 - Fill in the Gaps
Complete the sentences with the correct word from the box. (There is one extra word you
don’t need.)

Ireland - March - leaves - Christianity - lucky - three - flower
1. The shamrock is a symbol of

2.1t has small green

3. Saint Patrick used it to explain

4. People wear it on Saint Patrick’s Day in

5. The shamrock is also a symbol.

Part 5 — Speaking / Writing
1. What do you know about Saint Patrick’s Day?

2. Are there any plants or symbols in your country that have a special meaning?

3. Do you believe in good luck symbols? Why or why not?



KEY

Part 2 — True or False
1.F

2.T
3.F
4. T
5.F

6. T

Part 3 — Matching
1.c

2.a
3.d
4.b

5.e

Part 4 —Fill in the Gaps
1. Ireland

2. three, leaves
3. Christianity
4. March

5. lucky



